Rates of Description in Sherborn’s Index Animalium.
This is an analysis of the taxon name dates of approximately 430,000 names in Sherborn’s Index Animalium. Taxon names from the period 1758 to 1850 are included.

This is a plot of the raw counts per year, with a smoothing line added.
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A plot of the same data, but log transformed.
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As I previously described in the avian data, there appears to be a “lull” in the rate of descriptive activity from about 1790 to 1815 or so, followed by a dramatic increase in activity. 
[Methods: I used the ASCII version of the Ind.Anim. dataset and searched explicitly for the string ‘ YEAR,’ as in “ 1758,” the year preceded by a space, and followed by a comma. This should eliminate most of, but perhaps not all of the instances where the date-string matches from other than the date field.  –2011.12.26]
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