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This plot shows the rate of species description as a survival curve.

The time goes from “zero” at 1757 up to 2009 (which is 252).

I don’t know of anyone ever using this kind of analysis for data such as this before, but “survival analysis” as used here is appropriate for “time-until” type studies.

One can think of the date of description as the endpoint of “survival” of  a species as undescribed.

I am not sure that much unusual is revealed by this approach, but a few points can be recognized in this plot.

1.) With fewer nonpasserines than passerines, it is reasonable that “survivor” curve for nonpasserines is below that for passerines.

2.) Both curves show a sharp drop at 1788,1789. this, of course is due ot the large number of taxa described in Gmelin’s issue of Systema Natura. 

3.) Following this there is a “flat spot” corresponding to the period of relative inactivity from 1789-1815, after which the rate of description remains fairly constant.

4.) The plot suggests that the rates of description of passerines and non-passerines are very similar (which is what I would suspect). Most recently non-passerines were described was in 1999. (Glaucidium nubicola and Ninox ios)..
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